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PYRAMIDS

York7 but died in Florence, Italy. He was
one of the foremost of American illustrators,
gifted with a keen sense of humor, a bold and
original imagination and distinct literary
ability. His best work was done for chil-
dren. Among the books he wrote and illus-
trated are Merry Adventures of Robin Hood,
Twilight Land, The Clwmpwns of the Eound
Table and The Story of Sir Launcelot,

PYM, pirn, JOHN (1584-1643), an Eng-
lish statesman who was foremost in apposi-
tion to the tyranny of Charles I. He was
born at Brymore, in Somersetshire. While a
member of the Parliament of 1621 he at-
tracted attention by his stand against the
royal encroachments on Parliamentary privi-
leges. In the first three Parliaments of
Charles I he was also prominent, and on the
assembling of the Short Parliament, in 1640,
was recognized as its leader. The refusal
of Parliament to grant supplies to Charles
I until certain reforms had been promised
was instituted under Pym's guidance. The
impeachment of Strafford and the trial of
Laud, undertaken by the Long Parliament,
were conducted under his direction, and he
was one of the five members whom Charles
attempted to arrest. He died before the civil
war between the king and Parliament had
progressed far.

PYOBE.HOEA, pi o re'a, a disease which
causes the gums to swell and the teeth to
become loose. It is an infection of the
sockets to which the roots of the teeth are
attached, and if not cheeked makes extraction
of the teeth necessary. Pus also forms in the
diseased tissue and this is itself a source of
infection, often causing grave organic dis-
eases. Persons with a tendency to pyorrhoea
may avoid it by giving scrupulous attention
to the care of the teeth. If a case develops a
reliable dentist should be consulted at once.

PYBAMID, pir'amid, a geometric solid,
whose base is a polygon and whose sides are
triangles meeting in a common point called
the vertex. Pyramids are said to be triangu-
lar, quadrangular, pentagonal, etc., accord-
ing as their bases are triangles, quadrilaterals,
pentagons, etc. The pyramid Is called right
or regular when its base is a regular poly-
gon and a perpendicular dropped from the
vertex to the base will pass through the cen-
ter of the base. The volume of a pyramid
is equal to one-third the area of its base mul-
tiplied by the perpendicular distance from the
vertex to the base, called the altitude.

To find the relation between a pyramid and
a prism, construct a prism of cardboard, then
construct a pyramid having an equal base and
altitude. Pill the pyramid with sand and
empty it into the prism. It will require three
pyramids full of sand to fill the prism.
Since the sides of a
pyramid are triang-
les, (as ABV), its
lateral area is equal
to the product of the
perimeter (ABCDE)
by one-half the
height of the tri-
angle, which is a line
extending from the
middle point of the
side to the vertex and
is known as the slant
height. When the base of a pyramid is an
equilateral triangle, and all its faces are
equilateral triangles, it is called a tetrahedron.
This figure is one of the five regular geo-
metric solids.

jYRAMIDS, theroyal-
tombs of ancient Egypt,
"the highest, costliest, and
eruelest tombs the world
has ever seen." The
largest and most remarka-
ble of the Egyptian pyra-
mids occur in several
groups on the west side
of the Nile, on the border
of the Libyan desert, ex-
tending for a distance of
about twenty-five miles
from north to south.
There are about seventy-
five in number, built
chiefly of the hard limestone of the adjacent
hills, although large blocks of granite brought
from a distance also were used.

The most celebrated of the pyramids, a
group of three near Grizeh, were numbered
among the Seven Wonders of the- Ancient
World. These are located four miles south-
west of Cairo, in the neighborhood of ancient
Memphis, The largest, erected by Cheops
(Khufu), is called the Great Pyramid; Che-
pkren (Khafra) and Mycerimis (Menkauru)
built the others.

The Great Pyramid is said to contain 2,-
300,000 stones, ranging in weight from two'
and one-half tons to fifty tons eactu Accord-
ing to Herodotus, Cheops employed 100,000

